The Rev. Robert Bruer with children of Holiday Bible Schcol, Fareham 
(See Our Churches in the News) 
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“A Two-Way Resolution” 


By Mr. Michael Riemer 


For it’s 21st annual Synod the 
Executive Council of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of England has 
submitted a resolution — entitled, 
‘Gratitude To The Lutheran Church- 
Missouri Synod.” As a Missouri 
Synod family currently living in Eng- 
land, I would like to similarly express 
my gratitude and give personal testi- 
mony to the ELCE ministry as my 
family has come to know it in the 
course of the past year. Our remarks 
will primarily serve as a personal 
“thank you’’, but perhaps will also 
help to underscore the fact that there 
is really a balance of debt and grati- 
tude that each Church holds for each 
other. 

The Resolution specifically men- 
tions “continued and unwavering 
support” which we of the ELCE have 
received from our Missouri Synod 
sisters and brothers. My family can 
also give assurance that the ministry 
and the fellowship we have experi- 
enced and enjoyed this past year have 
also been both continuing and un- 
wavering. 


FROM SPIRITUAL * 
ISOLATION... 


Our association with the ELCE 
this past year has been especially 
meaningful to us because of prior 
experience overseas. We are now 
entering our fourth year in Europe, 
and for the first two years we were 
stationed in a remote Bavarian town. 
We had just about everything we 
could want or need, except a church. 
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Although we made an attempt t: 
worship in the German State Chure 
we were distressed to find it col 
impersonal and even _ unfriendly 
After those two years. of spiritual 
isolation from a community of b 
lievers, we found that we had a rez 
and urgent hunger and thirst fo 
power and comfort that only God™ 
special people can provide. Resurree 
tion Church in Cambridge met the 
need; we are happy for the oppor 
tunity to give thanks and expres. 
gratitude to our Christian friends her 
in England. : 


- [O-A SPECIAL £YPE OF 
BROTHERHOOD 


Moving to a new assignment ani 
a new home is always a time of trie 
and discomfort. There is also thy 
added stress of making new friend 
and proving personal worth on thi 
job. The process of settling in an 
establishing oneself in a totally new 
environment is also both exhausti 
and often disappointing. My famil) 
has noted the special joy we haw 
felt in the fact that within ov 
Christian family of friends in Can 
bridge, our acceptance has alway 
been presumed and assumed becaus 
we meet together in Christ and @ 
unique and integral parts of His holl 
body. The special type of brothe: 
hood and love we have felt this yea 
isn’t anything exceptional or extr, 
ordinary, but simply the norm of ara 
Christian Church and the speci 
privilege that it’s members can en 
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perience because they are His. Never- 
theless, we want to acknowledge that 
it has been our strongest source of 
personal comfort and assurance when 
we have felt weighed down by day-to- 
day frustrations and complications. 
Church on Sunday has become our 
refreshment, a source of renewal and 
rebirth, as we have been strengthened 
by the continuous word of forgiveness 
and love and nurtured by the Holy 
Sacrament. On a more specifically 
personal level, it has also served to 
put our little trials and griefs in 
proper perspective, and has reminded 
us that in the shadow of God’s 
immense love and concern, my prob- 
lems are His, and His solutions are 
mine. 


BEART OF THE ELCE 


Of course, expressions of gratitude 
and thanksgiving are really inappro- 
priate if we forget that the fruits of our 
Churches and their ministries are 
simply and solely the result of God’s 
acting through us. The gratitude is 
ours, but the glory must remain His. 
It is in this spirit that my family has 
aie happily in the ELCE this 
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USY SUMMER FOR CHURCHGOERS 


ummer certainly has not gone unnoticed 
at the new Lutheran Church in Mendips 
oad, Fareham. 

There has been a whole host of activities to 
keep members of the congregation on the 
30. 

The events have included a week-end youth 
camp at Tile Barn Camp near Brocken- 
aurst when about 30 youngsters enjoyed a 
few days under canvas, taking part in 
*amp-fire vespers, Sunday outdoor worship 
and Bible study. 
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past year. As we begin our second 
year with the ELCE we look forward 
to our exciting future which includes 
plans for our own church. We hope 
that we will be able to extend our- 
selves in love and concern to the local 
community, even as we were wel- 
comed and accepted last year. We will 
also be remembering our Missouri 
Synod family and sharing their con- 
cerns and decisions, at least in spirit, 
and certainly in prayer. We hope that 
the recent periods of charge and 
counter-charge will be overcome by 
more insistent expressions of forgive- 
ness and reconciliation. 

We hope that both Churches will, 
with God’s help, get on with the real 
work of the Church. After all, there 
can be no higher calling, no more 
critical concern, than the care and 
feeding of God’s people. We ask God 
to bless the ELCE for what it has 
done for us, and we hope that he will 
equip us to do for others as well. 


Mr. Riemer is a graduate of Concordia 
College, River Forest, Illinois and is pre- 
sently teaching at the primary school of 
the USAF at RAF Alconbury, Cambridge- 


shire. 
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There was also a congregational barbecue 
held on the Meon Shore, Hill Head, when 
70 people turned up. 


A Holiday Bible School was held all last 
week when, each morning, about 80 
children and adults sang, had Bible lessons, 
played games, drank squash, and worked 
on handicrafts. 


Each group had its own special emphasis, 
with a different handicraft co-related with 
the Bible lesson to fit. 


The teachers and helpers were aged from 


15 to 75 and the ages of the children 
ranged from four to 14. 
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Reflections on The Epistle for The Day 


BY MEMBERS OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER, HARLOW 


Galatians 5: 25-6: 10 


SPIRIT LIVING 

These verses are beautifully clear 
and simple in their message. The 
Holy Spirit, a very special gift, is 
given to believers not only to keep 
in our hearts but to mould our 
entire lives as well. Our actions 
must reflect this Spirit if we are to 
convince the people around us of 
the profundity of our faith. In this 
way, we can show our gratitude 
for having been chosen as God’s 
people. It is our duty to let this 
prime motivation shine through 
our actions towards our fellow 
Christians and very importantly, 
people outside our faith also. 


Trinity 15 


Trinity 16 Ephesians 3: 13-21 
THE GRACE OF GOD 
Through grace God grants us 
eternal life and the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. He dwells in us and gives 
us the power and_ strength 
through faith in Jesus Christ to 
carry on the work.of His disciples. 
Before Christ ascended _ into 
heaven He promised His disciples 
the gift of the Holy Spirit who is at 
work in today’s world through us 
who are His Church, He gives us 
the power and strength to answer 
His call today to proclaim the 
Good News of salvation. Because 
our heavenly Father has loved us, 

how can we fail to tell others? 


Trinity 17 Ephesians 4: 1-6 
ONE IN THE LORD 


Relations in a Christian con- 
gregation can often be in tatters 
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or near collapse. Individuals have 
the idea that their ideas are the 
best for solving a particular prob 
lem or difficulty while others knov 
what ought to be done but thinl 
others should do the work. As i 
result tempers flare and rifts de 
velop. Remember, Paul tells 
under God’s grace in Christ re 
vealed by the Spirit we are one. I! 
order to maintain this unity peopl: 
will bend and help one anothe 
without being asked, knowing tha 
such action works for peacs 
between the people of God. 


1 Corinthians 1: 4 


THE FULL LIFE 
Paul thanks God for His grac 
given to His people through Jesu; 
Christ. We know Christ throug, 
the Gospel. God entrusts ou 
Pastors to teach us the truth © 
Christ; but it is God Himself wh. 
gives us grace through Christ. Fo 
all our worldly goods, we ar 
richer in the knowledge of Chriss 
Life has full meaning and w 
achieve the ultimate only in Hin 
Though we may falter, He wii 
sustain our life without reproac: 
if we keep faith. God keeps fai¥) 
with us by His grace and calls 
to share in the life of Jesus Chris= 


Trinity 18 


Ephesians 4: 228i 
NEW BEINGS 
Many things in life are never whi 
they appear to be outwardly. Whi 
promises the greatest freedoy 
and pleasure brings guilt arm 
eternal death. What promises ory 
restriction and misery briny: | 


BRITISH LUTHER . 


Trinity 19 


happiness and eternal life. The 
former is the result of living 
according to the desires of our 
physical beings; the latter, is the 
result of living according to the 
Spirit of God which makes us 
completely new beings on the 
inside. Christ lived according to 
‘the latter because He was God. 
‘God rightly expects those who 
themselves Christians 
‘through faith in Christ to do the 
same. 


Trinity 20 Ephesians 5: 15-21 


LIGHT LIVING 

‘Are you living in the light? Not 
‘bright daylight, nor candle light, 
‘but in the light of the Lord? This 
is a difficult question to answer 
truthfully. It doesn't mean doing 
what one thinks may be best but 
earnestly and humbly seeking 
‘God and asking Him what we 
‘should do. Wherever we are we 
can always call upon the Lord to 
‘give us strength to try to be as He 
wants. In this way we help others 
‘still unaware of His love to see 
just what it means to know the 
grace of God. 


“Trinity 21 Ephesians 6: 10-17 


NOT ACHILLES 
‘The Greek hero Achilles thought 
‘he was well armoured for battle 
‘because his mother had dipped 
‘him in a magic liquid while hold- 
ing the back of his foot. During 
‘battle he died being hit in the 
vulnerable place which the 
‘fingers had covered while being 
Immersed. The Christian need not 
‘be defeated by the devil because 
he has armour supplied by God, 
‘armour which covers his entire 
being. Use God’s armour and you 
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will stand firm. Neglecting even 
one piece of God’s armour, we 
stand in danger of defeat by the 
devil and loss of eternal life. 


Trinity 22 Philippians 1: 3-11 
GRACE FOR LIFE 

How many times do we Christians 
break our promises to God and 
God turns the other cheek? | think 
He realised this would happen 
when He gave us the law. By send- 
ing His only Son into the world as 
our Saviour He gives us forgive- 
ness. | think we must not get too 
complacent about this by accept- 
ing His grace without thinking. 
Grace and Forgiveness must 
also come from us to others. By 
prayer and faith we fulfil the 
commandments God has given. 


Reformation Revelation 14: 6, 7 


THE ETERNAL GOSPEL 
Paul described the eternal Gospel 
as God’s power to work salvation 
in all who believe it. This message 
every human being should hear 
without any detractions or dis- 
tractions. What appears as fool- 
ishness to men is God’s wisdom 
and way of righting wrong. Thank 
God, therefore, that He sent 
Martin Luther giving him the 
courage to proclaim this Good 
News to His people. Since the 
Gospel is the means of salvation 
by faith, we ought to be ready to 
listen to it at every opportunity 
that we have. It’s not hard to do, 
but a delight. 


Contributed by: 


Ann Bussey Catherine McWilliam 
Maria Crede Mary Nicholls 
Stan Gillard Allan Scharlach 
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Reporters: 


The Rev. and Mrs. 
Cambridge 


R. Feuerhahn, 


ST. TIMOTHYS, 
Sunderland, Co. Tyne and Wear: 


Has farewell service for Pastor 
Schielke on Sunday, 6th July. Sur- 
prise party for Pastor at parsonage 
follows and both service and party 
well-attended . . . Arrangements made 
to have a Pastor every other Sunday 
up to October. Grateful to Pastors 
Brammeier, Leed and Schoenrock 
for time and assistance. Laymen carry 
out services as well ... All commit- 
tees and groups continue to meet. 
Synod Committee especially busy in 
preparation for Synod on 12th and 
13th September . .. Mr. Stan Stephen- 
son produces weekly bulletin, Greatly 
helps our friends and members to 
keep in touch. 


ST. DAVIDS, 
Cardiff, Wales: 


Westfield student, Reginald Quirk 
and wife Yvonne, fit in well during 
Pastor’s furlough. In addition to 
enlightening job in Cardiff’s street 
lighting department, Reg teaches 
Pastor’s confirmation class, takes 
Sunday Schoo] Services, and conducts 
morning and evening Worship Ser- 
vices. Pastor Schoenrock comes once 
a month for Communion Service... 
In-Depth Education ‘Class reaches 
whole congregation. Class members 
lead cottage meetings in Bible Study 
and prayer. 


LUTHERAN MISSION, 
Fareham, Hants.: 


Mr. and Mrs. Hallett, Pastor and Mrs. 
Bruer, and Mr. David Neilson take 
youth on “Under Canvas” Camping 
weekend in New Forest. Early morn. 
ing outdoor Bible Class and bibeaig: 
Service held on Sunday morning . 
Seventy attended charcoal broiled 
chicken barbecue at Hillhead beach 
. Seventy-five children enroll in firs 
ever Holiday Bible School at Fare 
ham. Over 80 attend daily and 12¢ 
are at closing service. Nineteen adult: 
helped with teaching, handicrafts: 
refreshments, and games. 


ST. PETERS, 
Plymouth, Devon: 


Preparations continue for Holiday 
Bible School. Record attendance } 
forecast ... Many people come t) 
“summer clean” church in anticipas 
tion of various important occasions i 
summer ... Beauties of Devon ani 
glorious weather bring host of sun 
mer visitors to St. Peters. 


LUTHERAN MISSION, 
Liverpool: 


Church open in early June to help is 
collection of clothing for Help th 
Aged ... Pastor Schoenrock conduc’) 
service during Pastor’s holiday . | 
Pastor Leed preaches at internationy 
Lutheran service held at Norwegiai 
Seamen’s Church ... Mr. J. Strik” 
from Australia shows slides of hy 
homeland on_ several occasions 
Aboriginal mission pictures are it 
cluded in presentation . . . Holidé\. 
Bible School takes place during firm 
week in August with closing serve, 
on Friday Act . 

{| 
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ALLHALLOWS, 
Sunbury-on-Thames, Middlesex: 
Has Sunday School/Congregational 
outing to Cheddar Gorge in June and 
60 people attended... . Confirmation 
of two adults and seven youth at 
Pastor Fanning’s last service at All- 
hallows.... Pastor Fanning and 
family return to Canada after serving 
) 14 years in England, Scotland, and 
Wales ... Duane Pearce and Jane 
Porter depart for Australia on 8th 
August. Pastor Sims, formerly of 
Allhallows, helps officiate at their 
wedding on 6th September. 


HOLY TRINITY, 

Tottenham, London: 

Parsonage burglarised during Pastor’s 
holiday and several valuable items 
taken. ... Members of Youth Fellow- 
ship set good example of service to 
congregation. They have weeded and 
cleaned around church grounds and 
| offered to help older members with 
heavy housework... . Newly confirm- 
-ed youth help enthusiastically with 
Sunday School teaching. ... Sunday 
School summer party held in church 
hall in place of outing which was too 
expensive. Prizes given for perfect 
attendance for first half of 1975... 
Parsonage garage extensively re- 
' paired. 


f 
CHRIST CHURCH, 
Petts Wood, Kent: 


Forty-two adults and children go to 
» Chessington Zoo for Sunday School 
) annual outing. ... New curtains and 
| fluorescent strip lighting fitted in hall 
y and additional spot lights put over 
pulpit, organ, and baptismal font... . 
| Vacancy period ends as Pastor Rakow 
) and family reach Petts Wood’ on 
» Wednesday, 30th July... . Installation 

of Pastor Rakow takes place on Sun- 
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To 
THE CLYDE 


day, 3rd August. ... Work starts on 
painting outside of parsonage and 
church. 


ST. PAULS, 

Borehamwood, Herts.: 

Fellow Lutherans from northern 
Germany are guests of St. Pauls in 
July. Members of their brass band 
play for Sunday Morning Service and 
give concert of sacred and folk music 
on Tuesday. ,.. The Reverend W. P. 
Borgas, first pastor of St. Pauls, now 
of Eudanda, South Australia, 
Preaches at Vesper Service on 
6th July. Pastor Borgas and family 
are on long service leave and visiting 
family in America and Europe. 


LUTHER-TYNDALE, 

Kentish Town, London: 

Please note! There is no letter box at 
church, Please address all correspon- 
dence to the parsonage or 
c/o Secretary, 299 Preston Road, 
Harrow, Middlesex, Nineteen 
children and adults on Sunday School 
outing enjoy seeing feathered and 
furry friends at Golders Green Park 
and congestion at Alexandra Palace 


playground, ... Seventeenth August 
is day of joy and gladness at Luther- 
Tyndale - - Thanksgiving Sunday 


for end of hall debt repayment and 
opportunity to assist students and 
pastors in Papua, New Guinea with 
theological books and Christian liter- 
ature in Pidgin. Come to 
Reformation Festival Evening at 
Luther-Tyndale at 8 p.m. on 30th 
October. Hear the Reverend William 
Bradnock (one time missionary in 
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India and former translations secre- 
tary of British and Foreign Bible 
Society) give insight into work, care, 
research, and concern which goes into 
translation work at home and abroad. 
... Pastor Koch and family leave on 
furlough on 6th September. They will 
remain in Australia following 
furlough where Pastor Koch will 
continue his ministry. 


RESURRECTION, 
Cambridge: 
Tenders for their own church building 


are very much higher than anticipa- 
ted. After prayful consideration, 
congregation votes unanimously to: 
take on debt repayment of £61,810... 
The work can begin. Ground break- 
ing takes place on Sunday. 
14th September with all parts of Re- 
surrection family represented . . — 
Special ceremony to include all broth. 
ers and sisters in ELCE family wil 

take place at later date. Stone cross 
made from stones of first Allhallows 
church in London will be erected or 
side of building at this time. 
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RENEWED ENTHUSIASM AT SUMMER CONFERENCES 


Elders’ Conference, 21-22 June 


“Mirror, mirror on the wall 
Whao’s the fairest of them all?” 


The twenty Elders from twelve congrega- 
tions meeting at Westfield House did not 
imitate the witch in asking this question. 
They were challenged however to view 
themselves in the mirror of the Ministry of 
Elders resolution adopted at the 1963 
Cardiff Synod, in the mirror of their con- 
gregation’s constitution, and most impor- 
tantly, in the mirror of God’s Word. 


As a leader in the congregation an Elder 
should consider it a privilege to help build 
up fellow-members in their Christian faith 
and life. Only when he is prepared to do 
this should he be an Elder. For an Elder 
is chosen on the basis of his faithfulness to 
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his Church, his willingness to serve in arp 
capacity, and his regularity in attendane 
at Worship, Holy Communion and Bib) 
Class. The Ministry of Elders resolutics 
views the Elder as “a spiritual father n 
counsellor, responsible to visit, to advi 
and help.’ The Conference agreed that © 
no ELCE congregation was this resolutic 
fully implemented. But the Elders we 
convinced that the spirit of the resoluti 7) 
is being followed. Elders are, to so 
extent, visiting, advising, helping in eaw 
congregation. The constitution of eaw! 
congregation states that Elders are to |) 
primarily concerned with the spiritual we 
fare of the congregation, to assist the past 
in his work. In some cases there are tié 
many other responsibilities in the chur 
for the Elders to follow these instructicy 
completely. 


At this Conference there was a very serious 
concern expressed about the number of 
pastoral vacancies in the ELCE. But the 
_ Elders were ready to accept the additional 
responsibilities of such vacancies. 


Assisting the pastor is not the same as 
taking the pastor’s place. Nor does the 
Elder take this place in a pastoral vacancy. 
But when the vacancies occur, the Elders 
conduct Services, teach Confirmation 
classes, Bible Class, and take charge of 
various meetings. The congregation’s 
ministry continues ! 


Church Exiension Fund Conference, 
28-29 June 


There is an esprit de corps among the 
Church Extension Fund _ representatives. 
That spirit was again very much in evi- 
dence for this conference. The “business” 
of C. E. F. is never separated from the 
purpose and motivation for C. E. F. 


This purpose and motivation was again the 
heart of the conference. While the main 
“business”? was the discussion of covenants 
for C. E. F., the motivation was stressed in 
the discussion of “His Covenant.”’ Recalling 
God’s holy covenant with His people set 
the tone for the whole purpose behind, not 
only the C. E. F., but behind all our com- 
mitment to His Church and our service in it. 


| The first covenant campaign of the GC. E. F. 

completed its seven year term last year. It 
was the purpose of this conference to pre- 
pare for the next seven year covenant. As 
with the first campaign, it is the purpose 
_ of the C. E. F. to give each communicant 
/ member of the ELCE an opportunity to 
covenant £1 to the Church Extension 
i. Fund. In preparing for this new campaign 


_ the C. E. F. committee, the congregation 
BI ccentatives and the central office staff 
_ considered together their commitment to 
_ this covenant as a response to God’s coven- 
_ ant. The conference was then presented 
_ with a new leaflet titled “Your Guide to 
the C. E. F. Pledge/Covenant in Three 
Easy Steps.” This brief guide is to be used 
by the representatives in approaching 
members with the invitation to covenant 
£1 to the Church Extension Fund. 


, 
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While the whole matter of covenanting 
appears complicated to many people, the 
representatives were sure that they were 
now prepared to make this opportunity 
easier for their members. The conference 
members expressed their own conviction 
that the covenants were linked very much 
with the commitment of the faith in the 
people of God. 


Master Plan Conference, 5-6 July 


For many people, including some attending 
the conference, there have been attitudes 
about the Master Plan such as: “Master 
Flan is statistics,’ “You're trying to pro- 
gramme the Holy Spirit,” or “Who needs a 
plan?” 


By this time, the representatives from the 
congregations should be endeavouring to 
persuade their congregations that “we do 
need a plan,’ ‘we need to programme 
ourselves by the Holy Spirit” and ‘Master 
Plan is people, not statistics.” 


Prior to the conference, Dr. Pearce had 
visited each congregation to discuss with 
the Master Plan representatives the need 
for planning the future and reporting on 
the past. This was done with the aid of a 
worksheet. These worksheets in turn pro- 
vided the basic materials of the conference. 
The representatives at the conference gave 
a review of their progress in the past five 
years and their expectations for growth in 
the future. The review of the past gave an 
indication that better self-education, prayer 
and Bible study were necessary before we 
could confidently expect to attract new 
people. Certain activities were thought to 
bring better results, e.g. Sunday School, 
cottage meetings, EMV, Holiday Bible 
School, community outreach, Family Ser- 
vices and pre-school nursery groups. 


The fact that some projected targets for 
coming years were very high showed the 
optimism of the representatives. But what- 
ever the target or programme planned, the 
emphasis was again on the greater com- 
mitment through Bible study and prayer. 


Youth Leaders’ Workshop, 12-13 July 


The theme of the workshop—Use Me, 
Lord—~To Lead Your Youth’—was a 
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continuation of the youth’s own theme for 
their recent Luther League Convention. 
Leaders from nine churches attended this 
conference led by members of the ELCE 
Board for Youth. 


The key presentation was given by Miss 
Linda Fleming. From her position as a 
social worker, dealing daily with many 
“problem youth,” Linda expressed the 
needs of youth. While many of today’s 
youth are far from Christ, His Word, His 
Church, they still are Christ’s; they have 
been redeemed by Him, but don’t know it. 
In spite of the many problems involved, 
the church therefore has a responsibility. 
not just “to keep them off the streets,” but 
to ensure that the Word of God gets across 
in our youth programmes. 


The discussions quickly came to grips with 
the various aspects of working with youth 
in our different churches, the practical 
items of forming church youth groups: 
leadership, programme planning, etc. This 
discussion came under the heading ‘“‘Get- 
ting Christ’s Youth Together,” led by Mr. 
David Mould. 


“Keeping Christ’s Youth Together” was 
the discussion focusing on the difficulties 
of perpetuating a solid, on-going youth 
programme. This discussion, led by Mr. 
Mike Lister, viewed many facets including 
the need for a youth policy in our church 
that is not dependant on personalities of 
youth or youth leaders which folds when 
a change takes place. There is also the 
problem of the rapid change in the youth 
scene from year to year. 


In summing up the conference, the 
members could not see a ‘““Magic Formula” 
for successful youth work. But it is vital to 
have some general policy, guidelines re- 
flecting the church’s philosophy of youth 
work, the aims and goals. 


DR. PEARCE RECOVERING 


Dr. E. Geo. Pearce, chairman of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of England, 
is now at home following a heart attack and 
hospitalisation in early July. His condition 
is said to be “progressing satisfactorily.” 
During the period of Dr. Pearce’s indis- 
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position, the Executive Council of the 
ELCE have appointed the Rev. Marvin 
Brammeier as acting Chairman. A new; 
Vice-Chairman will be elected at the 
Annual Synod of the ELCE in September 


Dr. Pearce has expressed his gratitude for! 
the many letters received. He apologise 
for not being able to reply at this coll 
“T wish I could answer, for these communi 
cations have meant much to me.” 


ILTC meets in Brazil 


The Eighth Consultation of the Inter 
national Lutheran Theological Conferencw 
will be held in Brazil from 3rd to 7tk 
November, 1975. Leaders of Lutheray 
Churches throughout the world will 
gathered to discuss the theme ‘Partners iy 
Mission—As Dependent, Independen 
Interdependent Churches.” 


sinisabeatas 


The churches represented in the ILTC a 
churches related in one way or another 
the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. Th) 
family of churches has been involved in | 
partnership in mission for many year 
These international conferences have bee® 
meeting since 1952 and have twice bees) 
held in Cambridge (1963 and 1968). T 
last conference met two years ago 1 
Madras, India. 


The ILTConferences have endeavoured tt 
strengthen the partnership and to make 
more effective the common witness t 
Christ and His Word. Within this famill) 
of churches, obstacles to this partnershiii 
have also been present. But with such 
variety of vantage points and circu 
stances, the fellowship of these church 
over so many years has been all the mow 
remarkable. ; 
In discussing the status of each church * 
“dependent, independent and interdepe™ 
dent” with regards to this partnership, 
is hoped that the obstacles are removed ar 
the fellowship strengthened. 


The conference will begin with fow 
foundation papers on the topics 
Unity of Our Partnership” and ‘ 
Freedom of Our Partnership.” Each chu 
represented will then participate w 
position papers on the conference theme. — 
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‘“‘Aim—and plan, then WORK—to grow” 


Over the years the Master Plan Committee has endeavoured to bring Master Plan 
concepts down from a high theoretical level to the level of the individual man, woman, 
and child in each ELCE congregation. 


A great deal has been accomplished along these lines. The discussions and 
decisions at this year’s July Master Plan Conference were evidence of that. 


One thing that has been realised by many of our people is that the words “Master 
_| Plan” are not magic words; another is that the Committee has no magic methods up 
“) its sleeve. The words “Master Plan” in themselves are simply words of encourage- 
ment, of urging on towards certain goals which the people have themselves set. 


f Had it not been for the original Master Plan, the ELCE would not be the size and 
# strength it is today. But this is no time to rest on any laurels. The size of the 


dm it is. 

Therefore the word ‘‘work”’ has been included in the theme. And that word comes 
as further encouragement to every member of the ELCE. You know the Gospel. You 
have spent hours studying the Catechism and the Scriptures. You know the mission 
and purpose of the Church on earth, and you know your part in that mission and 


purpose. You know what has to be done. The necessity of your work, and the 
Opportunity for you to work, is here now. 


@ Standing at the cross, viewing with wonder and amazement the work of Christ for 
x@ your salvation, be encouraged by the Holy Spirit, through the means of grace, to do 


CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 


(For 6 months, Ist February to 31st July, 1975) 
Target Set by 


Congregation 
Loans Donations Total for 1975 
£501 £56 557 | £2000 
77 2 7? 300. 
699 21 720,—SO=7/ 2000 
S17 10 527 1000 
334 — 334 CO 700 
499 46 S45 350 
163 1 164 700 
1317 — 1317 1200 
6 a é 350 
1195 3 1198 900 
196 L 200 =| 450 
100 2 102 
670 — 670 : 600 
359 12 371 2000 
$7 — S7 400 
1 1 2 100 
-LUTHERANS 116 — 116 
145 32 177 
327 — 327 
Grand Total £7,279 £190 £7,469 
uty/AucustT, 1975 ELEVEN 


Walter Jenn Ltd., 203 Royal College Street, London NWI OSL 


THE COVER 


The Rev. Robert Bruer 
with children of 
Holiday Bible School, 
Fareham. 

(See Our Churches 
in the News) 


= 


“He left no will” 


How often these words have been sp: 
after the death of a friend or relativ 
often with a touch of sadness. Why 
he neglect this? 


You ought to make a will. You will sa 
your loved ones a lot of worry. 


Remember your Church in your wil 


The Church Extension Fund is most 
suitable for bequests because the mé 
is ‘always lent, never spent’. As qui c| 
as a congregation pays for its churc)) 
money is loaned to another 


gone. 


Remember C. E. F. in your will. 


CHURCH EXTENSION FU 


